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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT

When Jesus and his disciples see a blind man, they ask, “Who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” They 
assume a thing like blindness must be the punishment for some 
terrible sin. Jesus doesn’t share their assumption. He says the man’s 
condition is going to lead to blessing for him and glory for God; it’s 
“so that the works of God might be displayed in him.”

Going Blind

Every day, Isih Sukaesih would ritually wash her hands, feet, 
and face. This ritual, called wudu, is a required of Muslims before 
prayer or reading the Qu’ran. For the first twenty years of her life 
Isih performed these acts without incident or much thought. 

However, in the mid-1940s, when Isih was still a young woman, 
her life would change forever. Japan invaded Indonesia and took 
control of most of the country in a brutal occupation that included 
mass starvation and forced labor. It would cost over 4,000,000 lives 
before Indonesia would gain independence again.

It was during this time of occupation that Isih one day went to 
perform her ritual washing as she always had. The water felt cold 
and refreshing on her hands and feet, but as soon as she washed 
her face and some water came in contact with her eyes, all she felt 

was a burning pain. Japanese troops had poisoned all the wells in 
her city. She said, “I got a lot of pain in my eyes and suddenly I 
could not see. I went to a doctor, a specialist, and he performed a 
surgery, but totally failed.”

Even in This, God Was Working

Isih’s family could no longer care for her now that she was blind, 
so they sent her to a blind community in Bandung, a city not far 
from her home. In this community she met a blind man who was a 
Christian. Through him she learned about Christ and what he had 
done for her. She stopped performing wudu because she became a 
committed follower of Jesus Christ.

In 1997 Isih moved to the Eben Haezer Blind Foundation, a 
Christian community for the blind. This small community serves 
as one of over 200 YKB (see sidebar) listener communities spread 
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This story is about more than physical blindness. After Jesus 
heals the man, the Pharisees question the (now formerly) blind 
man. They challenge him for claiming that his eyes were opened 
by Jesus, who they considered a “sinner.” “I don’t know about 
that, but I do know one thing—that though I was blind, now I 
can see.”

What makes the story of Isih so moving is that the tragedy 
she experienced still led to blessing for her and glory for God. 
Because of what happened to her and what it led to, she can sing 
the words of “Amazing Grace,” “I once was lost, but now am 
found/Was blind, but now I see.”

throughout Indonesia. These listener communities are the backbone of 
YKB’s ministry in Indonesia.

Listening, Talking, Joining Together

At the most basic level, listener communities tune in to the programs 
and talk about what they’ve heard. These communities meet in homes, in 
churches, or under the open sky. They range in size from a few people up 
to one hundred. Where the listener community is paired with a church it 
becomes an integral aspect of the congregation’s outreach. Communities 
in unreached areas become a kind of seed that could one day grow and 
bloom into a church.

Starting listener communities takes planning and work; each one has a 
designated coordinator who must be trained and mentored. But if radio 
ministry makes sense in Indonesia because so many people live in remote 
areas, it makes even more sense to use radio to teach and encourage blind 
people such as those living in Eben Haezer.

The Effort Is Worth It. 

Not only is Isih now able to get support for her basic daily needs, but 
she also feels encouraged to be living in a community of Christians. Isih 
explains, “Since I moved to this new community, I feel that I am blessed 
because I have a lot of opportunity to learn the Word of God, such as 
through the Braille Bible, and through the radio programs.” 

During a 2012 visit, Dave Bast gave Isih a portable radio, a gift she 
cherishes. Every morning she listens to the radio program, enjoying both 
the songs and the sermons. When the program ends she goes to work in 
the community garden, but even then her radio is always close at hand. 
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I FEEL THAT I AM BLESSED… 
THROUGH THE RADIO PROGRAMS.“” “”

Top: Isih working in the community garden  
Bottom: Words of Hope president, David Bast, hands out 
radios to the blind listener community.
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NEWS BRIEFS

Recently the Rev. Titus Baraka, Executive Director of Words of 
Hope Uganda Ministries, was appointed as the national missions 
coordinator for the Anglican Church of Uganda. In this new 
position Titus will lead the outreach and evangelism efforts for the 
entire denomination. He will add these duties to his work at Words 
of Hope Uganda Ministries. He is excited for this challenge because 
his heart wants to share the gospel, but the other reason to accept 
the position is, as he reports, “Because it will give me the chance 
to make Words of Hope’s ministry better known everywhere in 
Uganda.”

Words of Hope’s offices have been happily fuller these days 
with the presence of our Turkish Director, Haluk Bilgen. 
Haluk has been in the United States on furlough to complete 
his Masters thesis on “Strategic Use of Christian Radio to 
Further the Gospel in Turkey.” His wife Wendy is working on 
her doctorate in organizational leadership. Haluk continues 
to record programs in our studio and plans to return to the 
field in 2013. 

Since November 2011, fundamentalist Muslims in Kashmir 
have been aggressively and seriously threatening Christians. 
The Kashmiri program coordinator has had to flee the state 
and has been in hiding. This decision to stop broadcasting is 
disheartening, but more so for those Christians in Kashmir 
whose primary source of encouragement is no longer the 
radio, but the knowledge that we are praying for them.

Words of Hope is happy to announce that it will now be offering its 
daily devotional free of charge. We are pleased to be able to offer 
this without even the small fee that had been previously required. 
We hope this will help more people to be able to read and enjoy 
what we feel is a valuable tool for engaging with the Bible. If you, 
or someone you know, are interested in receiving a subscription 
send us a letter, or contact us through email at woh@woh.org. Our 
devotional is already available free on our website or through email 
subscription.

Titus Baraka Receives New Title Haluk in the Office

Devotional Now Free Kashmiri Program Discontinued
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A GLANCE AT THE INDONESIAN MINISTRY
The country of Indonesia is full of diversity; geographic, ethnic, religious 
and linguistic. On the above map, each color represents a different group of 
people. Each group has its own history, architecture, and customs. There are 
an unbelievable amount of languages spoken in Indonesia. The best estimates 
are well over 700! The colors in bold are the languages of our current minis-
try, though we hope to add more tribal languages every year.

4INDONESIAN
•	 Spoken throughout the country
•	 A trade language that is usually a 

second language

JAVANESE
•	 85 million speakers
•	 Spoken on central and eastern 

Java

SUNDANESE
•	 34 million speakers
•	 Spoken on western Java

BALINESE
•	 3 million speakers
•	 Most Balinese people are Hindu 

rather than Muslim
•	 Bali is a popular tourist 

destination

DAYAKNESE 
•	 Spoken on the island of Borneo
•	 Are both Muslims and Christians
•	 2–4 million speakers

TORAJANESE 
•	 650,000 speakers
•	 Spoken on the island of Sulawesi
•	 Largely Christian population
 
BATAKNESE 
•	 6 million speakers
•	 Spoken in northern Sumatra

BUGINESE
•	 3.5 million speakers
•	 Spoken on Sulawesi
•	 Many Bugis people have been 

persecuted by Muslim neighbors

MAKASSARESE
•	 1.6 million speakers
•	 Spoken in southern Sulawesi

WHAT IS YKB?
•	 YKB is our primary partner doing media ministry 

in Indonesia.

•	 The letters YKB stand for the translation of an 

Indonesian name that means Foundation of Joint 

Venture and Communication. 

•	 YKB has been doing ministry in Indonesia for 

over 40 years.

•	 Staff names to remember:

•	 Untung Ongkowidjaya, Ministry Director

•	 Lukas F. Banne, Listener Communities

•	 F. Suherman, Tribal Languages

•	 YKB produces six different radio programs in the 

national language (Indonesian) two of them are 

translated into the tribal languages. YKB hopes 

that soon local pastors will begin creating the 

programs themselves.

•	 In addition to YKB we partner in Indonesia with:

•	 Back to God Ministries International 

(BTGMI)

•	 Middle East Reformed Fellowship (MERF)



BREAKING GROUND AND MOVING FORWARD
Progress has begun on two projects 
funded by the current Growth 
Initiative. In India, ground has been 
broken for the Lohardaga Satellite 
Ministry Center. This building will 
include not only much needed office 
space but also host a medical clinic 
and a vocational training center. Funding for this project is currently at 
50%.

In Niger, plans have been drawn up for the Maradi Guest House. This 
project will provide a place for people to stay during training events and 
conferences. The supplemental income generated will allow the ministry 
to become more stable and self-sustaining. There is still a great need for 
additional funding for this project.

The response to the Growth Initiative has been encouraging. Currently 
25% of the goal has already been reached and we are optimistic about our 
chances to reach 100% by the end of 2012. However, we still need your 
help. If you haven’t had a chance to donate to the Growth Initiative, or 
would like to learn more about the projects, please email Todd Schuiling 
at todd.schuling@woh.org.
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And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from 
now on.” “Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds 
follow them!” Revelation 14:13

In the past year, Words of Hope received memorial gifts and bequests in remembrance of:

These gifts have served to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ throughout the world.

The Growth
 Initiative

Top: Plans for the Maradi Guest House
Bottom: Construction progress at the Lohardaga Satellite 
Ministry Center 


