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NEWS BRIEFS

President David Bast had the opportunity to present a radio to a group 
of Christians in Lohardaga, India, during his visit in September. Five 
different listening groups are now organized in Lohardaga, where 
seekers can gather to listen together to the radio broadcasts. These 
listeners have also been connected to a local church. Please join us in 
prayer for these new Christians and seekers, that as they listen to the 
broadcasts together their faith will continue to grow and many more 
can be reached for Christ.

We are sad to report that our Iranian web page has now been 
blocked, as have all Iranian Christian websites, but God’s 
Word is still being proclaimed in Iran via our radio programs. 
We give thanks that Iranians can still hear the gospel in this 
way. One grateful listener got the following message through 
to us, “As a result of listening to these programs, my faith has 
increased. There is no church for me to attend. You are our 
church. I praise God for the wonderful gift of your programs.” 
Please pray that Iranian Christians stay strong in their faith 
despite many hardships.

Listener Groups in India More Restriction in Iran

Earlier this year the Church of Uganda’s newly retired 
archbishop Henry Luke Orombi began producing Words of 
Hope programs in English and in his heart language Arur. 
At age 63, Orombi announced that he was retiring from his 
position in order to focus his full energy on preaching. Says 
Orombi, “The only way I can do that on a very wide scale is 
through radio. The opportunity to work with Words of Hope 
is really fulfilling a desire in my heart to be a teacher and 
preacher to the people of Uganda. We have been receiving 
very good response as we minister to the people.”

Former Archbishop of Uganda Joins 
Words of Hope

In the midst of continuing conflict and suffering in Syria, there is 
a small spot of hope. Together with our on-the-ground ministry 
partner there, Middle East Reformed Fellowship (MERF), we have 
been able to distribute Diaconal Aid to local churches in Syria. This 
enables the churches to reach out with aid to their own members and 
beyond. Because local churches know the individual needs of their 
members, this aid is both personal and specific. For example, packets 
of food are handed out to individuals sheltering in a local park since 
their homes have been destroyed in the conflict, and a family forced 
out of their home to seek safer lodging is being helped to afford rent 
since both parents had to leave behind their jobs. We are thankful for 
the generous support of donors that makes this aid to Syria possible.

Aid for Syria
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The Spotlight ministry started with a radio program in 1999 before 
expanding onto the Internet and into conversation clubs. Today, 
the programs are played on more than 60 stations internationally, 
in places as diverse as Albania, Ecuador, Burkina Faso, Cambodia, 
and Turkey. 

Radio Shema and Radio Light in Turkey are two of those stations. 
Turkey is overwhelmingly Muslim, and these Christian stations 
serve both Muslim and Christian listeners. Part of their goal is 
to build understanding between the two faith communities. The 
station manager from Radio Light, Ergün Yidirum, explains that 
Spotlight helps their station reach new listeners, through their 
interest in English. 

“The Spotlight program is very important in the sense that it 
allows us especially to reach young people and also people who 
want to learn English. It is a program that relates to the daily lives 
of people. Because people like the Spotlight program, they will 
come back to our station and listen to more overtly Christian 
programming as well.”

Soner Tufan, of Radio Shema, adds, “This Spotlight program is 
building in and preparing people’s hearts. Because of Spotlight, 
they will be ready now when they hear the gospel, thinking, ‘Oh, I 
remember this idea. I accept that and agree with it.’ Also, Spotlight 
is not dangerous. Everyone can easily listen.” 

SPOTLIGHT IN TURKEY
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UnexpectedGraces

The Word of God, as it is delivered to us in the thousand-plus 
pages of the Bible, can be challenging. Daunting even. How do you 
glean everything that this all-important book has to offer? Where 
do you start? Our daily devotional helps you explore God’s Word.

Our daily devotional is available online at WOH.org in a daily 
email or for order as a convenient printed book. Each devotional 
begins with a theme, offers a Scripture passage that illuminates 
that theme, then in a brief few paragraphs, applies that Scripture 
to instruct and inspire you as you face the day ahead. To subscribe, 
visit WOH.org/word.

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR FREE 
DAILY DEVOTIONAL
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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT
One day in 1998 an Englishman named Mike Procter gave me 

a call. Mike was a missionary in the Middle East with an idea for a 
new broadcasting technique that could connect with the enormous 
number of English-language learners throughout the world. He 
introduced me to the concept of “Specialized English.” Specialized 
English uses a limited vocabulary, simple sentence structure, and 
slow delivery speed, resulting in programs that “are easier for 
people to understand, no matter where in the world they live” (as 
our early programs used to say).

When Mike first called I had already been thinking about 
the idea of a program that used English in a way that non-native 
speakers would find appealing and beneficial. Mike and I quickly 
connected; a team was formed and a partnership launched. After 
some initial trial and error and testing, the Spotlight program 
emerged.

 
Today Spotlight is a phenomenon, and that’s no exaggeration. 

It meets a real need, it has a huge audience, it appeals to 

Christians and non-Christians alike, it uses new technology and 
social media, and it offers a tool by which ordinary Christians 
and congregations can build bridges of friendship with people 
from other cultures and religions.

 
Thanks for calling, Mike!

A Ministry of Education
You can be a missionary. You don’t need to quit your job. You 

don’t need to leave your home. You don’t need to learn a foreign 
language. In fact, all you need is a heart for God and a love for 
people. And a computer with Internet!

Here’s how it works. Words of Hope produces Spotlight English 
radio programs in partnership with Back to God Ministries 
International. Spotlight English is a general interest program 
written from a Christian worldview and designed for people 
learning to speak English. 

One of the greatest draws of this program is the development 
of complementary Spotlight English Clubs (SEC). Native English 
speakers can start local clubs. People interested in learning and 
practicing English gather in their club to listen to a Spotlight 
program together and then engage in guided discussion afterward 
to practice their speaking skills.

Ministry Reimagined
Now native English speakers can lead clubs practically 

anywhere in the world! By creating a Skype account, people in 
different countries can practice their English skills with you, right 
in your own living room!

It is estimated that one billion people around the world are 
currently in the process of learning English. These students 
are constantly searching for resources to help them learn. Free 
resources like Spotlight can be a huge blessing. 

In fact, there are already hundreds of people waiting for a 
Skype Club leader to help them practice their English. 

One Skype club member said that the SEC Skype Club is 
different than other English practice clubs he has been a part of. 
The members are actually interested in each other’s lives, and 
they encourage each other. 

You see, what is unique about this opportunity is that, in 
the process of forming relationships with individuals in other 
countries, Spotlight volunteers often have chances to share 
their faith. Many Spotlight followers live in Muslim, Hindu, or 
Buddhist countries, places where missionaries might not be 
able to work. Over the safety of the Internet, however, doors are 
opened for answering questions about the Christian faith.

Heidi, a Skype Club volunteer leader, says, “This is the closest 
we can get to teaching overseas when we can’t go. We enjoy 
the students of both of our clubs, and they invite other online 
friends from other countries, so sometimes we’ve had students 
from five countries at once. The high point is that two of our 
students (new believers) have asked us to lead them in a Bible 
Study. We plan to do this for a half hour before the SEC Skype 
Club, and we will invite other non-believers who are curious, 
too.” 

This ministry has now reached a critical juncture. The concept 
of the Skype Clubs has become so popular that we need at least 
100 new volunteers to accommodate all of the students hoping 
to join a club. 

Join Us!
If you feel God prompting you to learn more about this 

exciting ministry, visit SpotlightEnglishClubs.com/register-
internet. You will be guided through the various steps necessary 
to become a group leader. No more than 90 minutes of online 
training are required before you can start ministering. 

If this volunteer opportunity isn’t suitable for you right now, 
you can still donate to support the growth of this ministry field! 
Every dollar counts towards reaching more people with God’s 
love.

You could make an eternal difference in the life of an English 
language learner from another country. Let’s do international 
ministry together!
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For 23 years Al Mauk has been distributing the Words of Hope 
devotional to businesses in West Michigan. That’s a long time, 
and a lot of devotionals!

Al is one of many volunteers who share the Words of Hope 
devotional in their communities, at grocery stores, restaurants, 
dentist offices, and the like. In fact, over 25 percent of our 

devotionals are distributed in this way. And we know people 
are reading them! Al has to return often to restock his route.

He visits over one hundred businesses each quarter and has 
personally delivered over one million devotionals since he 
began volunteering. Many, many people are happy to have 
them, and the message Al hears from store owners and 
devotional recipients is the same: “People want the books!”

Al’s volunteer work is an important ministry. He is witnessing 
to the gospel of Jesus Christ through his commitment to 
faithfully deliver devotionals. Though he will never meet many 
of the people who pick up the devotionals he brings, he knows 
that he is planting seeds.

When asked why he still takes the time to deliver the books, 
his eyes light up. “Why do I keep going? Oh, that’s very simple, 
very simple. People need to know Jesus. This is the day of 
salvation. I’m not a preacher, but we’ve got to get people saved. 
That’s my mission. As long as I can drive my car and get out, 
I’ll do it!”

A FAITHFUL SEED PLANTER

IN HIS SERVICE – JESSICA HEIKOOP
It was with great sadness that we learned of the recent death 
of 31-year-old devotional writer Jessica Heikoop. Since 2009 
Jessica wrote four series for Words of Hope. We are thankful to 
God for Jessica’s writing and her life, and for her contributions 
to Words of Hope’s ministry.

Jessica suffered from Muscular Dystrophy, but she didn’t let the 
disease dampen her spirits or her witness for Christ. Her life 
was truly a testimony to her Lord and Savior. 

Words of Hope board member Robert Montgomery knew 
Jessica for many years. “I always admired her and her love 
for the Lord,” he says. “She always radiated that love and 
excitement in her life.”

In searching back through Jessica’s archived devotionals, her 
faith and joy were evident in her writing.

“We may think God doesn’t 
have a plan for us,” she 
wrote back in 2009. “We 
may doubt that God can 
use us at all to further his 
kingdom. And yet here we 
see that God uses weakness 
to display his glory. He may 
not do this as dramatically 
as he did with the blind 
man, but we can be used all 
the same in our everyday 
lives. We can live in a way that makes people marvel and 
glorify God as they see him evident in us.”

God certainly was evident through Jessica’s life, and we rejoice 
that she is now enjoying full communion with him.
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One of the greatest draws of this program is the development 
of complementary Spotlight English Clubs (SEC). Native English 
speakers can start local clubs. People interested in learning and 
practicing English gather in their club to listen to a Spotlight 
program together and then engage in guided discussion afterward 
to practice their speaking skills.

Ministry Reimagined
Now native English speakers can lead clubs practically 

anywhere in the world! By creating a Skype account, people in 
different countries can practice their English skills with you, right 
in your own living room!

It is estimated that one billion people around the world are 
currently in the process of learning English. These students 
are constantly searching for resources to help them learn. Free 
resources like Spotlight can be a huge blessing. 

In fact, there are already hundreds of people waiting for a 
Skype Club leader to help them practice their English. 

One Skype club member said that the SEC Skype Club is 
different than other English practice clubs he has been a part of. 
The members are actually interested in each other’s lives, and 
they encourage each other. 

You see, what is unique about this opportunity is that, in 
the process of forming relationships with individuals in other 
countries, Spotlight volunteers often have chances to share 
their faith. Many Spotlight followers live in Muslim, Hindu, or 
Buddhist countries, places where missionaries might not be 
able to work. Over the safety of the Internet, however, doors are 
opened for answering questions about the Christian faith.

Heidi, a Skype Club volunteer leader, says, “This is the closest 
we can get to teaching overseas when we can’t go. We enjoy 
the students of both of our clubs, and they invite other online 
friends from other countries, so sometimes we’ve had students 
from five countries at once. The high point is that two of our 
students (new believers) have asked us to lead them in a Bible 
Study. We plan to do this for a half hour before the SEC Skype 
Club, and we will invite other non-believers who are curious, 
too.” 

This ministry has now reached a critical juncture. The concept 
of the Skype Clubs has become so popular that we need at least 
100 new volunteers to accommodate all of the students hoping 
to join a club. 

Join Us!
If you feel God prompting you to learn more about this 

exciting ministry, visit SpotlightEnglishClubs.com/register-
internet. You will be guided through the various steps necessary 
to become a group leader. No more than 90 minutes of online 
training are required before you can start ministering. 

If this volunteer opportunity isn’t suitable for you right now, 
you can still donate to support the growth of this ministry field! 
Every dollar counts towards reaching more people with God’s 
love.

You could make an eternal difference in the life of an English 
language learner from another country. Let’s do international 
ministry together!
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For 23 years Al Mauk has been distributing the Words of Hope 
devotional to businesses in West Michigan. That’s a long time, 
and a lot of devotionals!

Al is one of many volunteers who share the Words of Hope 
devotional in their communities, at grocery stores, restaurants, 
dentist offices, and the like. In fact, over 25 percent of our 

devotionals are distributed in this way. And we know people 
are reading them! Al has to return often to restock his route.

He visits over one hundred businesses each quarter and has 
personally delivered over one million devotionals since he 
began volunteering. Many, many people are happy to have 
them, and the message Al hears from store owners and 
devotional recipients is the same: “People want the books!”

Al’s volunteer work is an important ministry. He is witnessing 
to the gospel of Jesus Christ through his commitment to 
faithfully deliver devotionals. Though he will never meet many 
of the people who pick up the devotionals he brings, he knows 
that he is planting seeds.

When asked why he still takes the time to deliver the books, 
his eyes light up. “Why do I keep going? Oh, that’s very simple, 
very simple. People need to know Jesus. This is the day of 
salvation. I’m not a preacher, but we’ve got to get people saved. 
That’s my mission. As long as I can drive my car and get out, 
I’ll do it!”

A FAITHFUL SEED PLANTER

IN HIS SERVICE – JESSICA HEIKOOP
It was with great sadness that we learned of the recent death 
of 31-year-old devotional writer Jessica Heikoop. Since 2009 
Jessica wrote four series for Words of Hope. We are thankful to 
God for Jessica’s writing and her life, and for her contributions 
to Words of Hope’s ministry.

Jessica suffered from Muscular Dystrophy, but she didn’t let the 
disease dampen her spirits or her witness for Christ. Her life 
was truly a testimony to her Lord and Savior. 

Words of Hope board member Robert Montgomery knew 
Jessica for many years. “I always admired her and her love 
for the Lord,” he says. “She always radiated that love and 
excitement in her life.”

In searching back through Jessica’s archived devotionals, her 
faith and joy were evident in her writing.

“We may think God doesn’t 
have a plan for us,” she 
wrote back in 2009. “We 
may doubt that God can 
use us at all to further his 
kingdom. And yet here we 
see that God uses weakness 
to display his glory. He may 
not do this as dramatically 
as he did with the blind 
man, but we can be used all 
the same in our everyday 
lives. We can live in a way that makes people marvel and 
glorify God as they see him evident in us.”

God certainly was evident through Jessica’s life, and we rejoice 
that she is now enjoying full communion with him.
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NEWS BRIEFS

President David Bast had the opportunity to present a radio to a group 
of Christians in Lohardaga, India, during his visit in September. Five 
different listening groups are now organized in Lohardaga, where 
seekers can gather to listen together to the radio broadcasts. These 
listeners have also been connected to a local church. Please join us in 
prayer for these new Christians and seekers, that as they listen to the 
broadcasts together their faith will continue to grow and many more 
can be reached for Christ.

We are sad to report that our Iranian web page has now been 
blocked, as have all Iranian Christian websites, but God’s 
Word is still being proclaimed in Iran via our radio programs. 
We give thanks that Iranians can still hear the gospel in this 
way. One grateful listener got the following message through 
to us, “As a result of listening to these programs, my faith has 
increased. There is no church for me to attend. You are our 
church. I praise God for the wonderful gift of your programs.” 
Please pray that Iranian Christians stay strong in their faith 
despite many hardships.

Listener Groups in India More Restriction in Iran

Earlier this year the Church of Uganda’s newly retired 
archbishop Henry Luke Orombi began producing Words of 
Hope programs in English and in his heart language Arur. 
At age 63, Orombi announced that he was retiring from his 
position in order to focus his full energy on preaching. Says 
Orombi, “The only way I can do that on a very wide scale is 
through radio. The opportunity to work with Words of Hope 
is really fulfilling a desire in my heart to be a teacher and 
preacher to the people of Uganda. We have been receiving 
very good response as we minister to the people.”

Former Archbishop of Uganda Joins 
Words of Hope

In the midst of continuing conflict and suffering in Syria, there is 
a small spot of hope. Together with our on-the-ground ministry 
partner there, Middle East Reformed Fellowship (MERF), we have 
been able to distribute Diaconal Aid to local churches in Syria. This 
enables the churches to reach out with aid to their own members and 
beyond. Because local churches know the individual needs of their 
members, this aid is both personal and specific. For example, packets 
of food are handed out to individuals sheltering in a local park since 
their homes have been destroyed in the conflict, and a family forced 
out of their home to seek safer lodging is being helped to afford rent 
since both parents had to leave behind their jobs. We are thankful for 
the generous support of donors that makes this aid to Syria possible.

Aid for Syria

Volume 2 | Number 4

The Spotlight ministry started with a radio program in 1999 before 
expanding onto the Internet and into conversation clubs. Today, 
the programs are played on more than 60 stations internationally, 
in places as diverse as Albania, Ecuador, Burkina Faso, Cambodia, 
and Turkey. 

Radio Shema and Radio Light in Turkey are two of those stations. 
Turkey is overwhelmingly Muslim, and these Christian stations 
serve both Muslim and Christian listeners. Part of their goal is 
to build understanding between the two faith communities. The 
station manager from Radio Light, Ergün Yidirum, explains that 
Spotlight helps their station reach new listeners, through their 
interest in English. 

“The Spotlight program is very important in the sense that it 
allows us especially to reach young people and also people who 
want to learn English. It is a program that relates to the daily lives 
of people. Because people like the Spotlight program, they will 
come back to our station and listen to more overtly Christian 
programming as well.”

Soner Tufan, of Radio Shema, adds, “This Spotlight program is 
building in and preparing people’s hearts. Because of Spotlight, 
they will be ready now when they hear the gospel, thinking, ‘Oh, I 
remember this idea. I accept that and agree with it.’ Also, Spotlight 
is not dangerous. Everyone can easily listen.” 

SPOTLIGHT IN TURKEY
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UnexpectedGraces

The Word of God, as it is delivered to us in the thousand-plus 
pages of the Bible, can be challenging. Daunting even. How do you 
glean everything that this all-important book has to offer? Where 
do you start? Our daily devotional helps you explore God’s Word.

Our daily devotional is available online at WOH.org in a daily 
email or for order as a convenient printed book. Each devotional 
begins with a theme, offers a Scripture passage that illuminates 
that theme, then in a brief few paragraphs, applies that Scripture 
to instruct and inspire you as you face the day ahead. To subscribe, 
visit WOH.org/word.

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR FREE 
DAILY DEVOTIONAL

Ph
ot

o:
 Z

yz
zz

zz
y

Ph
ot

o:
 J

am
es

 G
or

do
n

Above: Soner Tufan of Radio Shema; Below: Istanbul street scene



WAVELENGTH

WORDS
HOPEOF

Good News.
No Boundaries.

Autumn 2013 | woh.org

In This Issue:
• Skype English Clubs

• Spotlight in Turkey

• A Faithful Seed Planter

5 | WAVELENGTH  • Autumn 2013

NEWS BRIEFS

President David Bast had the opportunity to present a radio to a group 
of Christians in Lohardaga, India, during his visit in September. Five 
different listening groups are now organized in Lohardaga, where 
seekers can gather to listen together to the radio broadcasts. These 
listeners have also been connected to a local church. Please join us in 
prayer for these new Christians and seekers, that as they listen to the 
broadcasts together their faith will continue to grow and many more 
can be reached for Christ.

We are sad to report that our Iranian web page has now been 
blocked, as have all Iranian Christian websites, but God’s 
Word is still being proclaimed in Iran via our radio programs. 
We give thanks that Iranians can still hear the gospel in this 
way. One grateful listener got the following message through 
to us, “As a result of listening to these programs, my faith has 
increased. There is no church for me to attend. You are our 
church. I praise God for the wonderful gift of your programs.” 
Please pray that Iranian Christians stay strong in their faith 
despite many hardships.

Listener Groups in India More Restriction in Iran

Earlier this year the Church of Uganda’s newly retired 
archbishop Henry Luke Orombi began producing Words of 
Hope programs in English and in his heart language Arur. 
At age 63, Orombi announced that he was retiring from his 
position in order to focus his full energy on preaching. Says 
Orombi, “The only way I can do that on a very wide scale is 
through radio. The opportunity to work with Words of Hope 
is really fulfilling a desire in my heart to be a teacher and 
preacher to the people of Uganda. We have been receiving 
very good response as we minister to the people.”

Former Archbishop of Uganda Joins 
Words of Hope

In the midst of continuing conflict and suffering in Syria, there is 
a small spot of hope. Together with our on-the-ground ministry 
partner there, Middle East Reformed Fellowship (MERF), we have 
been able to distribute Diaconal Aid to local churches in Syria. This 
enables the churches to reach out with aid to their own members and 
beyond. Because local churches know the individual needs of their 
members, this aid is both personal and specific. For example, packets 
of food are handed out to individuals sheltering in a local park since 
their homes have been destroyed in the conflict, and a family forced 
out of their home to seek safer lodging is being helped to afford rent 
since both parents had to leave behind their jobs. We are thankful for 
the generous support of donors that makes this aid to Syria possible.

Aid for Syria

Volume 2 | Number 4

The Spotlight ministry started with a radio program in 1999 before 
expanding onto the Internet and into conversation clubs. Today, 
the programs are played on more than 60 stations internationally, 
in places as diverse as Albania, Ecuador, Burkina Faso, Cambodia, 
and Turkey. 

Radio Shema and Radio Light in Turkey are two of those stations. 
Turkey is overwhelmingly Muslim, and these Christian stations 
serve both Muslim and Christian listeners. Part of their goal is 
to build understanding between the two faith communities. The 
station manager from Radio Light, Ergün Yidirum, explains that 
Spotlight helps their station reach new listeners, through their 
interest in English. 

“The Spotlight program is very important in the sense that it 
allows us especially to reach young people and also people who 
want to learn English. It is a program that relates to the daily lives 
of people. Because people like the Spotlight program, they will 
come back to our station and listen to more overtly Christian 
programming as well.”

Soner Tufan, of Radio Shema, adds, “This Spotlight program is 
building in and preparing people’s hearts. Because of Spotlight, 
they will be ready now when they hear the gospel, thinking, ‘Oh, I 
remember this idea. I accept that and agree with it.’ Also, Spotlight 
is not dangerous. Everyone can easily listen.” 

SPOTLIGHT IN TURKEY

April
May
June

2014

and Other Meditations

Fruitof theSpirit
10/22/13   11:56 AM

JanuaryFebruary
March
2014

and Other Meditations

10/22/13   11:53 AM

OctoberNovemberDecember
2013

and Other Meditations

WORDSHOPEOF

UnexpectedGraces

The Word of God, as it is delivered to us in the thousand-plus 
pages of the Bible, can be challenging. Daunting even. How do you 
glean everything that this all-important book has to offer? Where 
do you start? Our daily devotional helps you explore God’s Word.

Our daily devotional is available online at WOH.org in a daily 
email or for order as a convenient printed book. Each devotional 
begins with a theme, offers a Scripture passage that illuminates 
that theme, then in a brief few paragraphs, applies that Scripture 
to instruct and inspire you as you face the day ahead. To subscribe, 
visit WOH.org/word.

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR FREE 
DAILY DEVOTIONAL

Ph
ot

o:
 Z

yz
zz

zz
y

Ph
ot

o:
 J

am
es

 G
or

do
n

Above: Soner Tufan of Radio Shema; Below: Istanbul street scene


