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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT
Prior to 1991 Albania had one of the harshest—and most anti-Christian—governments in the world. 

Albert Dosti was an officer in the Albanian military whose job was to teach soldiers how to listen for and 
intercept “enemy” (i.e., Christian) radio signals. In the late 1980s, Albert began to hear Christian  broadcasts 
in Albanian coming from the outside. They spoke to Albert’s own heart. He explains, “For us, it was 
forbidden to listen to such messages. But the fact is, those [Words of Hope] programs were the first time I 
had ever heard about God.” 

Fast forward to today. Albert Dosti, now a pastor, trains, encourages, and leads his own people in 
following Christ. He himself broadcasts the same kind of gospel programs that God used in reaching him. 
In fact, to date Pastor Dosti has produced more than 1,000 Words of Hope Bible teaching programs. As well as starting one of the first 
congregations in Albania (The Way of Peace Church in Lushnje), Dosti also launched an English school called “Victory School,” which 
helps Albanians acquire skills to find jobs and remain in Albania.

Due to the economic conditions in Albania, many people have been forced to emigrate to other countries to find work and support 
their families. This has left the country—and church—in dire need of leadership. Words of Hope’s ongoing radio ministry helps to 
develop Albanian leaders through on-air teaching and discipleship programs.

Over the years I have spent with Words of Hope, I have been surprised again and again by stories like Albert Dosti’s—stories that 
illustrate the power of God’s word to transform a life. I suppose I shouldn’t be. Impressed, yes. Thrilled, filled with gratitude and awe, 
sure. But not surprised.
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Photos (left to right): Albert Dosti leading a company of Albanian 
soldiers, Albert Dosti (on left) with fellow soldiers, Albert Dosti (in 
center) monitoring radio signals, Pastor Dosti in the recording studio.
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NEWS BRIEFS

Construction of a new ministry center in Lohardaga, India, has met 
with some labor difficulties and construction has been forced to 
slow; however, staff are hoping to have the ground floor completed 
this summer. The purpose of the new building is to provide several 
services. There will be a medical clinic to help local and tribal 
people in and around Lohardaga. The general office space will 
serve as an outreach facility to the region. This will aid in listener 
follow-up and administration. The building will also host vocational 
training classes and will have room for the eventual inclusion of a 
recording studio and editing suite. 

Our ministry in Uganda continues to flourish and grow. Over 
the past five years we have added a number of languages to 
our programming. The latest additions have been in two 
different regions of the country. Lukiga broadcasts recently 
began airing in the Kanungu region of southwestern Uganda. 
The second new language broadcast is now on the air in the 
Northwestern Uganda region of Nebbi. English programs are 
also being produced  in the region. 

Our Dinka language broadcasts have been produced in a 
variety of places in South Sudan. Construction on an official 
recording studio is nearing completion. This new studio will 
include two editing suites, a recording studio, two offices, and 
a reception area. Our staff in the city of Rumbek has reported 
that the roof and solar panels will be installed in mid-May 
and a building dedication will take place on May 29. 

Our Turkish ministry director, Haluk Bilgen, is preparing to return 
to Turkey this summer to begin the process of growing the ministry 
in that country. Our immediate goal is to add two new radio 
stations: the first on the northern coast in the city of Samsun, and 
the second in the southeastern city of Diyarbakir. Over the next ten 
years, our Turkish ministry hopes to have Christian radio stations 
in every province of the country.

Lohardaga	Building	Construction	Slowed New	Additions	to	Uganda	Ministry

Turkish	Ministry	Expands Rumbek	Studio	Nears	Completion
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Living under Islam

Ersi Agani*, a young Albanian woman, was recently 
put under house arrest by her own family when they 
found out that she had given her life to Christ. 

Unfortunately, persecution of this sort is not 
uncommon in Albania. Ersi was born into a Muslim 
family. She grew up devoted to her faith, with an 
overwhelming desire to know God and to love and please 
him. Both her father and grandfather served as leaders at 
the local mosque.

By the time Ersi was old enough to go to University, 
she had developed a severe hatred for Christians. While at 
school, never once did she shake hands with a Christian 
or so much as say hello to one.

Hearing of God’s Love

But all that would change. One day, Ersi was listening 
to the radio when she came across a Words of Hope 
program. What so intrigued her was the love of Christ 
that was being talked about. All her life, Ersi had tried 
to please God. Never once had she imagined that the all-
powerful God could love and care for her on an individual 
level. Was it really true that God could love people?

This message of saving love was what kept Ersi tuning 
in to the radio programs day after day. After a year of 
listening, Ersi made a monumental change in her life. 
She decided to turn from her Muslim religion and accept 
Jesus Christ as her Lord and Savior. Her new-found faith 
excited her and filled her with joy and peace. But trouble 
awaited her at home.
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A	young	Albanian	woman	discovers	a	

sustaining	faith	in	solitude.

GOD OF LOVE
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Keeping a Secret

Returning to her devout Muslim family post-
university, Ersi did not plan to share her conversion 
with them. Many Albanians do not. Our radio 
producers there estimate that, on average, it takes a 
new Christian as many as five years to work up the 
confidence to tell anyone about the decision they 
have made. And for good reason. Conversions 
are not looked on fondly by family members in 
Albania. 

Despite her attempts to be discrete, Ersi’s 
family found out that she had become a Christian. 
Her own father and brother tortured her and 
then locked her in her room. They took away her 
Bible and other Christian literature. Essentially, 
they forced her into house-arrest and solitary 
confinement in hopes that her young faith would 
starve for lack of support.

Her family thought they had stolen away all 
Ersi’s Christian resources. But there was one 
thing they had missed. Ersi had managed to hide 
a small MP3 player in her room. On this tiny 
device were Words of Hope broadcasts that she 
had downloaded, as well as portions of Scripture 
being read aloud. Eventually, her parents returned 
her phone, and then she was secretly able to listen 
to new Words of Hope broadcasts, helping her 
feel connected to the larger body of believers even 
though she was trapped in her own home. 

Reaching Out to Us

After nearly two years of this solitude, Ersi 
was able to get a letter to Words of Hope, and our 
partners there were able to help her find a job in a 

different city, away from her family. She can now 
attend church freely.  

It is because of the faithful support of donors 
like you that young women like Ersi are not left 
in complete solitude even if their families forbid 
them to go to church. It is because of your care 
that young university students are getting the 
opportunity to tune in to the broadcasts and hear 
the truth about a loving God in the first place. 

And while we rejoice that Ersi has found 
Jesus and has now been removed from danger 
and placed in a supportive community, she is just 
one of many women in Albania facing the same 
hardships. 

Your Continuing Impact

Please help us to continue reaching these 
people with God’s message of unconditional love. 
Please come alongside the women whose families 
have locked the doors and windows around them 
and stolen their Bibles. Be the voice that tells 
them they are not alone. There is a community 
of believers surrounding them and even if fellow 
believers cannot be seen, they can be listened to—
in secret, until a way out comes.

Thank you, on behalf of Ersi and all those in 
Albania who rely on our radio programs to stay 
connected to the message of God’s love. If you 
would like to support this ministry again, simply 
use the enclosed envelope or visit us online at 
www.woh.org.

*Real name withheld for safety reasons.

Watch	and	share	a	video	
of	this	story	online	at:	

www.woh.org/resources/videos
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Aida Shuli is a 33-year-old believer who operates her own tailor 
shop in Albania’s capital city Tirana. “For years,” she says, “I’ve 
listened to Words of Hope’s Albanian programs every morning on 
Radio 7.” The station broadcasts an Albanian audio version of the 
Words of Hope daily devotional meditation early each day, followed 
by Pastor Albert Dosti’s “Fjalët e Shpresës” Bible teaching program 
at 8:00 a.m. Monday through Friday. Although the devotional 
radio broadcasts have been on the air since 2007, printing of the 
Albanian devotional booklets first began with the July-August-
September 2010 issue, thanks to generous donor support for the 
project.

“When I come to my tailor shop early in the morning,” Aida 
explains, “I turn on my radio to listen to the devotional broadcast 
and pray with the pastor at the end. Now that I can read each 
devotional from the booklet in my hand, I have a stronger feeling 
than I had before. I can study every printed line and extend my 
prayers in more directions. This is even more fruitful for me. Now 
when I face life’s difficult moments, I remember what I’ve heard 
on the radio and read in the devotions, which greatly helps me to 
practice my faith in real life.”

For Aida Shuli, practicing her faith includes intentionally 
reaching out to her customers. “I would like my clients to receive 
the message of salvation in Christ. This is another reason I listen to 
Radio 7 all day in my shop. Many people who enter ask me, ‘What 
are you listening to?’ I openly affirm, ‘Radio 7. I am a Christian 
who enjoys it, and you can listen too.’ In this way I can start a 
conversation about my faith. I have invited some of them to my 
church. I keep praying that Jesus will transform their lives.”

In addition to playing Christian radio in her workplace, Aida 
has begun to offer Words of Hope Albanian devotional booklets 
to her customers. Aida prominently displays quantities of the 
devotional in her tailor shop. Her public witness is touching lives 
and bearing fruit.

To learn more about the Words of Hope Albanian devotional 
ministry, visit us online at woh.org/support/stories.

A SEAMSTRESS’S MINISTRY
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STOP BLOOD FEUDS

NEW RADIO PROGRAMS UNDER WAY FOR KOSOVO
Thanks to generous donor support, new radio programs are 

in the works for the country of Kosovo. Here, ninety percent of 
the population is Muslim, meaning that most women will never 
have an opportunity to attend a church, even should they want 
to. Because of this, our program producers have developed a 
new format for people to share their testimonies over the radio. 
Personal testimony is a powerful tool, and we are so excited 
for this new program. It is especially important for Christians 
to broadcast the true love and life-change of Christianity to 
Kosovars today because many still associate Christianity with 
the death and torture they were forced to endure at the hands of 
Serbs during the Kosovo war. To that end, our work here aims to 
spread the gospel not just with words, but also with our deeds. 
We are working especially to bring aid to widows and orphans. 
Please pray for us; there is much work to be done here.

In Albania, blood feuds are deplorably common. 
This is not revenge as we might think of it. Albanian 
blood feuds are not satisfied when a murderer is 
himself killed for his crime. Instead, if a man in 
one family kills a man from another family, for 
generations to come, of-age sons are expected to 
continue killing members of each other’s families as a 
matter of honor. 

This leaves whole families confined to their homes, 
unable to leave for work, unable to send children to 
school. Wives are widowed, and children are without 
fathers. Though the government has tried to crack 
down on these killings, it is still a rampant problem.

The April-May-June issue of the Words of Hope 
Albanian devotional will address this situation head-
on. As you can see in the picture of the devotional 
cover, the message Christians need to convey is clear. 
We believe that change of heart is the only thing that 
can truly bring a complete end to the terrible killings. 
Please pray that the killings will stop.



Soon after they were married in 1951, John and Marie 
Van Portfliet purchased their home on Hess Lake, near Grant, 
Michigan. The purchase price of almost $5,000 overwhelmed 
them. With hard work and a tight budget they paid off the home 
but chose to remain in this simple house with a beautiful lake 
view. Over the years, they have been faithful members of Grant 
Reformed Church. They have been happy to support various 
ministries, including Words of Hope. When they reviewed their 
long-term charitable giving plans, they made provisions for estate 
gifts to these ministries after they pass away. Both over 90 years 
of age, they want to see God’s work continue long after their work 
for his kingdom is done on the earth.

The Van Portfliets are charter members of Words of Hope’s 
Mission Society. All estate gifts given through the Mission 
Society are placed in the Mission Fund and used over the course 
of seven years. As members of the Mission Society, the Van 
Portfliets ensure that the good work of the gospel will continue 
to thrive for years after they pass away. We hope that you will 
also consider including Words of Hope in your estate planning. If 
you would like more information about the Mission Society and 
how you can become a member, please contact Randy Bohl at 
randy.bohl@woh.org

In Memoriam

AMPLIFYING YOUR VOICE WITH THE MISSION SOCIETY
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William	Kohl
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Gordon	Langereis

Norma	Lemmen

Stephen	Mitchell

Gertrude	Otter

Grace	Otter
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John	Prins
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Norman	VanOtterloo

Elton	VanPernis

Leola	VanRavenswaay
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And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” “Blessed indeed,” says 
the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them!” Revelation 14:13

In the past year, Words of Hope received memorial gifts and bequests in remembrance of:

These gifts have served to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ throughout the world.


