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One of the things that excites me about 
Words of Hope is seeing how the ministry 
has grown and adapted with each new 
generation. The unchangeable nature of 
the gospel message will always be at the 
center of our mission, but new technology, 
new volunteers, and new people continue 
to shape our methods of outreach. I’ve 
even had the privilege of watching the next 
generations of my own family get involved in supporting our work.

Another wonderful season of ministry is already in the works for 
2015. We recently completed our Growth Initiative, which raised extra 
budgeted funds to build several facilities overseas and to expand our 
work significantly in Indonesia, Iran, and Uganda. We hope to sustain 
this growth as well as engage new projects this year. Two particular areas 
where we will focus in the coming months are India and West Africa. 
Please pray that these plans will come together and begin to bear fruit.

Like every organization, we also face some challenges as we look 
to the future. If building the church in the hard places were easy we 
would have finished the job long ago. But it’s the Lord’s work, and we are 
grateful to have been entrusted with a small part of it.
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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT

“One generation 
commends your works 

to another.” 
Psalm 145:4

FIELD UPDATES

MINISTRY IN SOUTH ASIA
Vice President for International Ministry, Lee DeYoung, goes on 
many international trips for Words of Hope, but this was his first 
trip with new field director for South Asia, Dr. A.K. Lama. On 
the trip, Lee got to witness Dr. Lama preaching and teaching. He 
talks about a few highlights from the trip: “In Kathmandu, Nepal, 
38 pastors and leaders participated in a Leadership Formation 
Seminar led by Dr. Lama, his wife Asangla (who is a physician) and 
myself. The theme was ‘Preach the Word’ based on 2 Timothy 4:1. 
We pray that all the participants will become faithful proclaimers 
of the Word of God.”

The two-week itinerary also included visits to Words of Hope’s 
Tibetan partner as well as our Garhwali and Dogri production 
teams. The teams interacted well with Dr. Lama and Asangla, 
which shows promise that Words of Hope’s ongoing South Asian 
ministries will continue to be fruitful.

TURKEY STUDY TOUR 
Jim and Muriel Wondergem recently toured Turkey on a ministry 
field study tour led by President David Bast. Here’s a note from 
them describing their adventures: “Turkey is not only the setting 
for the seven early Christian churches of the book of Revelation, 
it also boasts modern-day cosmopolitan cities and varied land 

and sea sights. The Hagia Sophia in Istanbul with its magnificent 
mosaics served as a preview of the many churches we would visit. 
Several of the ancient cities also had amphitheaters still in good 
repair. In the Ephesus amphitheatre we praised our Creator with 
the hymn “Beautiful Savior,” for which onlookers clapped! We left 
Turkey having been challenged by the church’s history and excited 
for its future.”

WORSHIPPING WITH IRANIANS
Last spring, Rev. Dr. Trygve D. Johnson helped lead one of Words 
of Hope’s Iranian conferences. The conference took place at a safe 
location outside Iran, since Christian gatherings are not allowed to 
take place inside that country. 

Dr. Johnson explains, “Our purpose was to encourage and equip 
Christians who don’t get a lot of encouragement or equipping. We 
gathered for a week. What I remember most was their hunger to 
study Scripture. Not out of some need to prove themselves or pose 
as superior Christians, but because they wanted to know more 
about God. For some in our group this would be the only time for 
years where they could be with other Christians and study freely. 
Their hunger for the Word re-ignited my own hunger. This was my 
first trip with Words of Hope. I pray it won’t be my last!”

Dave Bast reads aloud the Letter to the Church of 
Sardis from the book of Revelation, while the group 
stands in the ruins of an old Sardis church.



The radios that Words of Hope sends 
to communities overseas are the crank-
by-hand variety. This is because many 
places in need of radios also lack 
electricity. Once charged, the radios 
can also power a cell phone and serve 
as a flashlight. Each radio costs $40 
(including shipping costs). 

Maggie and Joseph give offerings out of 
their allowance money, but that alone 
would not have been quite enough to 
cover the cost of a radio. So during the 
summer Maggie also ran a lemonade 
stand. The additional income she raised 
made it possible for the kids to donate 
a radio for someone to hear the gospel 
in Africa.

Learning Generosity
I’m amazed that young children would 
so willingly give away their money, and I 
ask their parents about it. Katie explains 
that they teach their children that ⅓ of 
their money is for spending, ⅓ is for 
saving, and ⅓ is for giving away. Maggie 
(age 8) is already saving for college!

“I think if a child is given an allowance,” 
dad Andrew says, “it’s the right time to 
start teaching. This is not our money. It’s 
really God’s money, and we’re entrusted 
to use it.”

“To help people!” Maggie adds. 

“We’re in a culture that regularly 
hammers into them: ‘This is yours. You 
earned it.’ And we just don’t believe that’s 
the case,” he continues. 

Generational Faithfulness
I ask Maggie what she hopes will 

Meeting the Family
I’m sitting in the living room of Dave and 
Betty Jo Bast. Dave is the President and 
Broadcast Minister for Words of Hope; 
he and Betty Jo have been married for 
over 41 years. I’ve come here today to 
interview some of their children and 
grandchildren. Their son and daughter-
in-law, Andrew and Katie, sit on the 
couch. The grandkids, Maggie and 
Joseph, bound from chair to floor to 
chair and keep touching my recording 
equipment. 

This is a story of generational faithfulness. 
Maggie and Joseph are being taught 
to give away a portion of any money 
they receive. They are giving from 
their summer earnings in order to buy 

a Words of Hope radio for someone 
who needs to hear the gospel. They are 
following the faithful example set by their 
parents, grandparents, and even great-
grandparents. 

Looking Back
As the children alternate their seating 
arrangement throughout my stay, Maggie 
slides back and forth in a red leather 
armchair, static clinging to her hair. 

“That was your great-grandpa’s armchair,” 
Katie tells Maggie. “Your great-grandpa 
was one of the first broadcast ministers 
for Words of Hope. Did you know that?” 

Dr. Henry Bast became the Broadcast 
Minister for Words of Hope in 1952 and 

continued for the next twenty years. In 
the mid-nineties his son David stepped 
into the same role.

The Bast family has grown over the years, 
and so has the ministry they serve with. 
What began as a local Christian radio 
broadcast is now an international gospel 
media ministry that proclaims good 
news in over 35 languages. 

Looking Forward
Today, Maggie is excited to share her 
own part of the story. “I’ve always 
wanted to give money away to people so 
they could learn about things they never 
knew before,” she says. “So when the 
radio idea came up, I thought: ‘Woah, 
wow! I could do this!’”

happen for the person who gets the radio 
that she and her brother bought for Words 
of Hope.

She pauses to think. “I hope that they will 
learn about Jesus, and they will be happy,” 
she says. “And I hope they will listen to 
Jesus for the rest of their lives.”

Soon Maggie and Joseph’s radio will be in 
the hands of someone in a country far away. 
It will join the two thousand radios Words 
of Hope has already sent to Africa and 

India, thanks to similar gifts from churches, 
Sunday schools, adults, and children.

Before I leave I ask Dave and Betty Jo to pose 
with their children and grandchildren for 
a picture. They all squeeze onto the couch 
together. And I can see it. Generational 
faithfulness. Common family traits are 
evident in their faces, but I know they exist 
in their hearts too.
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Last year, the children of 

Thornapple Community Church 

pooled together their offerings 

each Sunday to give to three 

ministries of their choosing.

 

The dozen or so children, 

ranging in age from three 

years to fifth grade, were given 

an opportunity to present 

offerings each week during the 

Sunday school hour. Parents were encouraged to use this opportunity to help 

their children learn about faithful stewardship. 

Pastor Tim explains that focusing on specific causes helps to shape the generosity 

of children. “Children see the tangible expression of giving when we focus on 

specifics. A radio that broadcasts ‘church’ is a framework they can understand.”

Encouraging the children to support Words of Hope helps them enter into the 

greater life and ministry of their church congregation as well. “Words of Hope 

is supported in different ways as a ministry partner in our congregation,” says 

Pastor Tim. “The children hear about it in worship. I think it helps make them 

feel a part of our shared mission. 

“Reaching out to persons with different needs, who live at a distance, who 

look and speak differently, and who don’t have the same opportunities to go 

to church like they do reminds them of how big and diverse God’s kingdom is 

in our world,” he continues. “Hopefully in a small way this begins a pattern of 

giving to those with greater need.”
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LESSONS IN GENEROSITY

The Bast Family,  Andrew, Joseph, Betty Jo, Dave, Maggie, and Katie

“I hope that they will 

learn about Jesus, and 

they will be happy.”

TO GENERATION
from generation

Children participating in Sunday school offerings

Dr. Henry Bast
By Megan Nollet
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Saeid became a Christian when he was a young man living in Iran. He 
listened to Words of Hope radio and attended several of Words of Hope’s 
discipleship conferences held outside the country. 

Today it is no longer safe for him to live in Iran. Five years ago he was 
arrested for handing out Christian literature, whipped, and put in solitary 
confinement for a week. The cell he was held in was too small to even sit 
down in. Once released, Saeid’s family told him to flee the country. 

But God had important plans in store for Saeid. After coming to 
America, Saeid attended a Bible college and interned with Words of Hope, 
the same organization whose radio programs he listened to in the beginning. 
He learned how to record and edit radio programs, and received Reformed 
theological training. Now he shares the gospel through radio as it was once 
shared with him.

“I carry this fire in my heart to share the love of Jesus with my people,” says 
Saeid, “because since the day I came to Christ until right now, Christianity for 
me has been like finding the light in the darkness. I try to bring this light to all 
Iranians. They are my people, and I love them.”
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Anil went to college to obtain a degree in music. He dedicated 
this degree to God, waiting to see what God had planned for him. 
The young musician realized his calling when he joined the Words 
of Hope team in South Asia, producing programs in his native Dogri 
language. Anil composes original songs that air on the radio station. 
He also records messages and visits listeners to provide follow-up.

Speaking of his work, Anil says: “People here have only one source, 
and that is radio. After listening to radio for one or two years, their lives 
are changing. Their language is changing. Before they used to sacrifice 
for their gods, but now they are offering their things, even themselves, for 
Jesus only.”

Anil often receives calls from listeners who tell him that they have been 
blessed through his messages and songs. Hearing programs in traditional 
Dogri is a draw for many people who live in the northern states of India 
because they have trouble understanding the national language of Hindi. 

It is clear that Anil has a deep love for the people of his homeland. “This is 
my dream,” he explains. “I want to reach each and every person of the Dogri 
community. I want to give my life to them and share the word of God with them.”

In many parts of the emerging world, radio is still the most widely accessible form of communication media. There are about 44,000 radio 
stations worldwide, and at least 75 percent of households in developing countries have access to a radio. But in areas where newer forms 
of technology are gaining popularity, Words of Hope is able to expand outreach potential through a variety of media channels.

A NEW GENERATION OF MEDIA  FOR  SHARING THE TIMELESS MESSAGE OF HOPE

SMART PHONE 
In one ministry field we 
have developed an app that 
provides users with daily 
devotions and Scripture 
verses. In other countries, 
smart phones are loaded 
with the Bible and other 
Christian materials for 
house church leaders.

INTERNET RADIO
Growing numbers of people 
with Internet access can 
now listen to Words of 
Hope radio programs in 
their own language at any 
time of the day or night, 
either through online 
archives or live streaming 
services. 

MOBILE PHONE
After each radio program, 
producers provide their 
phone number so that 
listeners can call or text. 
Producers can answer 
questions, pray with the 
listeners, and help connect 
them to a local church 
family for further follow-up.

VIDEO CHAT 
In countries with few 
churches, Skype is used 
to virtually gather a 
congregation of believers to 
worship the Lord together. 
Skype also connects English-
speaking volunteers with 
students looking to practice 
their English through 
Spotlight English Clubs.

MP3 PLAYER 
Complete recordings of 
the New Testament are 
concealed in these for 
distribution in areas where 
it is not safe to own Bibles.

FROM LISTENER TO PRODUCER

MUSIC FOR THE HEART

          a new generation

OF PRODUCERS

This is the New Testament. 
Microchips like this one are loaded 

with an entire library of Christian literature. 

(actual size !)

Anil, top left, with a group of listeners



Because we serve a God who specializes in breaking 
boundaries through the cross of Christ, we are encouraged to 
proclaim our hope in Christ wherever we see the need. 

One of the hardest places we work is the Middle East. Over 
90 percent of the population in this region is Muslim, which 
makes for extreme social pressures for individuals questioning 
their Muslim faith. 

Despite these boundaries, however, avenues are opening 
for us to reach this population. Two-thirds of people living in 
the Middle East today are under the age of 36. This younger 
generation still owns radios, but relies mostly on smart phones. 
Most of them are literate, and a growing number of them have 
easy access to the Internet. Most importantly, these young 
people are less devoted to their Islamic traditions and are 
expressing warmth and interest towards Christianity as their 
avenues of communication with the outside world increase. 

Because of these generational changes, Words of Hope is 
working together with our partners, Middle East Reformed 
Fellowship and Back to God Ministries International, to spread 
the gospel there in new ways. Our newest method of outreach 
is a live call-in radio program streamed over the Internet. 

These interactive programs are aired six times per week. 
They usually begin with a short drama or poem to introduce 

the theme. Next, the broadcasters welcome spontaneous 
dialogue with their listeners, who can join the discussion 
through Skype or text messages. 

The engaging conversations center around topics that are 
certain to have Middle Eastern young people listening in. The 
program on Monday is called “Heart Beat,” and it deals with 
personal issues that young people might be reluctant to discuss 
outside the cover of anonymity. Topics include loneliness, 
disease, and suicide. Meanwhile, the Wednesday program 
“Enough” looks at issues on a more national scale, inviting 
discussion on topics such as poverty, religious fanaticism, war, 
and abuse of women. 

The programs have proved intellectual and entertaining 
for young people, providing practical advice on topics they 
care about. But they can also lead to deeper conversations. By 
focusing on hard topics that demonstrate the effects of sin, the 
door is opened to share the good news of the salvation of Christ, 
who died and rose again to bring about renewal of all things.

“My wife and I now listen to your 
different presentations as much 
as possible. Every time we learn 

something new about what Christ 
expresses of God’s mercy and 

kindness to us.”  – Egypt “We Arab people are bombarded 
with too much negative and dark 
religion. What I am learning from 
the gospel is that the real God is 

light and love.”  – Iraq

Young people around the 
world need to hear the gospel. 

You can reach them with 
Words of Hope!

(see enclosed envelope)

A NEW GENERATION 
OF LIVES CHANGED
Sharing the Gospel with Arab Youth


